
NICHIREN SHOSHU HONSEIJI TEMPLE 

       April 1st, 2020 

Dear Honseiji Members, 

 

I hope this email finds you well and in good health. I have updated the Monthly Gosho passage 
and Schedule for April. Please take a look carefully because a number of things such as Gongyo 
and Shodai times have been adjusted for the month of April to facilitate us practicing together as 
much as possible during this time of social distancing when we cannot gather in person. As always, 
please read this Monthly Gosho passage from our Head Temple every day after your morning and 
evening Gongyo, and Shodai. 

 

Now, more than ever, it is important for us to always put forth our best efforts in our faith and 
practice and perform Gongyo and chant Daimoku every day. 

 

In the Gosho, “On the Meaning of the True Entity of Myoho-Renge-Kyo,” Nichiren Daishonin 
expounds: “Those who honestly discard the expedient teachings, put faith only in the Lotus Sutra, 
and chant Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo, will transform the three paths of earthly desires, karma, and 
suffering into the three virtues of the property of the Law, wisdom, and emancipation. The 
threefold contemplation and the three truths will immediately manifest in their minds, and the place 
where they dwell will become the land of eternally tranquil light.” (Gosho, p. 694) 

 

Nichiren Daishonin teaches us that when we sincerely do Gongyo and chant Daimoku, we will be 
led to the life condition of enlightenment. Just like we all studied together during last Sunday’s 
study meeting, it is from the benefit of chanting Daimoku that we can establish a strong mind and 
the wisdom to overcome various sufferings so that we can live a calm and peaceful life that cannot 
be swayed. 

 

The 67th High Priest Nikken Shonin stated: “The practice of chanting Daimoku is the key to 
opening up and achieving all things.” 

 

In this way, he instructs us that by always facing the Gohonzon and chanting Daimoku, we can 
open various paths in our lives and progress forward, even when things feel impossible and 
discouraging. 

 

Furthermore, our current High Priest Nichinyo Shonin stated: “It is truly important to amass virtue. 
Two people may say the same thing, but the words of one who lacks virtue will not get through to 
people. Indeed, we must accumulate virtue, and the key to accumulating virtue is chanting 



Daimoku. It is important to chant solid Daimoku and infuse our lives with the benefits of Myoho-
Renge-Kyo.” 

 

In the Gosho, “On the Transmission of the Three Great Secret Laws,” Nichiren Daishonin states: 
“Now, in the Latter Day of the Law, the Daimoku that Nichiren chants is different from that of 
previous ages. It is the Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo of the practice for oneself and the practice for 
others.” (Gosho, p. 1594) 

 

So even in the unimaginable circumstances we find ourselves in now, when simple things like 
going to the grocery store have become scary and unsettling, and the thought of financial burdens 
are overwhelming, we need to make sure that we don’t allow ourselves to develop a small-minded 
and narrow view of life that only focuses on ourselves. We need to center and ground ourselves 
by chanting to the Gohonzon, so that we can see the larger picture of what is most important right 
now. For our own happiness, for the happiness of others, and for the peace and stability of the land, 
we all need to chant and conduct shakubuku so that we can not only change the critical 
circumstances at hand, but the root problem behind all such problems. How we share true 
Buddhism with others may change from time to time depending on the specific circumstances, but 
our spirit to chant for kosen-rufu and proactively conduct shakubuku never changes. So 
although we cannot gather and meet people in person at present, there is a lot we can do to support 
others from afar. 

 

In this short time that we have all been staying inside I have been hearing similar stories from 
many temple members, family and friends, about the abundance of phone calls and emails that 
they are receiving from old friends and family who they haven’t heard from in years. There seems 
to be a resurgence of contact and connection taking place now all over the world, as people have 
more time again, and wish to check in on the people that they care about. This kind of moment 
allows all of us to think much more seriously and deeply about life, and truly value our connections 
with people all the more. So although we cannot meet to do shakubuku in person, we find ourselves 
with a different kind of opportunity right now, and a different way to share this Buddhism with 
others. With all of this in mind, please read these quotes from Nichiren Daishonin and our High 
Priests many times over, and continue to foster your Mahayana spirit to practice for oneself and 
others in any kind of circumstances. We must never forget that our happiness is others’ happiness, 
and others’ happiness is ours as well. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Rev. Shoka Kimura 

Chief Priest of Honseiji Temple 


