
NICHIREN SHOSHU HONSEIJI TEMPLE 
       December 1st, 2019 

Dear Honseiji Members, 
 
I hope this letter finds all of you in good health. I am truly happy to see the deepening of your 
sincere faith and practice each day, and the further developing of our Honseiji family. I have 
enclosed a copy of the monthly Gosho passage and the Honseiji Temple activity calendar for 
December. Among other significant activities this month, I would especially like to emphasize the 
deep significance of all Honseiji Hokkeko bringing in the New Year by participating in New Year’s 
Gongyo together at the temple. Please note the following important dates in our December calendar: 
 
December 1st, Kosen-rufu Shodai Ceremony 10 am (Sunday) 
December 8th, Oko Ceremony 10 am (Sunday) 
December 15th, Basics of Buddhism Study Meeting 10-11:30 am (Sunday) 
December 22nd, Okyo-bi (Monthly Memorial Service) 10 am (Sunday) 
December 29th, Morning Gongyo 8 am & General Clean-up 9-11:30 am (Sunday) 
 
January 1st, New Year’s Gongyo 9 am (Wednesday Morning) 
January 1st, Kosen-rufu Shodai Ceremony 10-11 am (Wednesday Morning) 
 
New Year’s Day has been celebrated in various ways since ancient times and marks the renewal of a 
person’s determination to open the way to happiness. As Nichiren Shoshu practitioners, this is a 
most significant day to refresh our faith and renew our determination to practice for oneself and 
others towards the accomplishment of kosen-rufu and our individual enlightenment.  
 
Nichiren Daishonin states: “In considering the order of the five seasonal festivals, we find that 
they correspond respectively to the five characters of Myoho-Renge-Kyo. New Year's Day 
celebrates the character Myo.” (Gosho, p. 334) 
 
Myoho-Renge-Kyo is the ultimate Law that activates the original energy of all life and existence. 
The Muryogi Sutra states that, “All phenomena are derived from the one Law.” Our lives are based 
on the ultimate truth of Myoho-Renge-Kyo, whether we know it or not. Therefore, when we 
correctly carry out the practice of Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo, we are making the fundamental cause 
for unshakable happiness to develop within our lives. I look forward to working together in faith and 
practice in 2020. 

Rev. Shoka Kimura 
Chief Priest of Honseiji Temple 


